A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Playmaxx Wins Patent Suit 


On Way 10, 1999, Playmaxx Inc. 
filed suit in Federal District Court 
against Mesa Custom Machine Corp. (the 
manufacturer of the "Chain Reactor" 
and other products using brake pad 
technology) for infringement of patent 
number 5,813,898. 

In late October 2000, Playmaxx 
prevailed in court, its patent upheld. 

The court said that Wesa’s 
“performance ring’ yo-yo infringed one 
or more of the Playmaxx patents, and 
an injunction was been entered against 
further infringement. 

Playmaxx was awarded “substantial 
royalties,” Playmaxx announced. 

“Some of these royalties have 
been provided from Yesa in the form af 
Cold Fusion parts (Mesa Custom was the 
original supplier of these parts 
before the infringement)," Playnaxx, 
Inc. CEQ Tom Yan Dan Elzen said. 

“These Cold Fusions will go on 
sale at your favorite USA store or 
directly from Playmaxx at the 
suggested retail price of $50.00. 
These are unpackaged Cold Fusions, 
just the Cold Fusion yo-yo all by 
itself. At $50.00, I don’t expect 
then to last long. When they are gone, 
they are gone,” he said. 

(Playmaxx Inc., 3765 £. Aviation 
Highway, Tucson, AZ 85713, 520-623- 
7085; 1-877-GO-PROYO; Hesa Custom 
Machining Corp., 1640 ¥. Sunrise 
Blvd., Gilbert, AZ 85233, 
480-497-8882, mcmédoi tnow.con, 
http//www.customyoyo.con) 

{EDITOR'S NOTE: We contacted Wesa 
Custom for its input but had not 
received a reply at press time. The 
Federal Consent Judgement and 
Injunction was signed by the Honorable 
Alfred C. Marquez. The Federal Court 
file number is 99-CV-334-TUC-ACK. ) 


Batangan, Sakanoto 
are New U.S. Champs 


CHICO, CALIF. -- Oct. 7 -- Alan 
Batangan and Takumi Sakamoto, both of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, took top honers in 
the annual 2000 National Yo-Yo Contest 
in Chico, Calif. 

Alan Batangan repeated his first 
place victory in the two-handed “AA* 
division, while Takumi Sakamoto placed 
first in the single-handed "A" 
division. 

Official results in the Sport 
Division, which is judged by age 
groups, were: 

7-8 yrs, Benjamin Conde, Lenexa, 
KS. 

§-10 yrs, Ryan. Mean, Reseda, CA. 

11-12 yrs (tie), Farrah Siegel, 
Sherman Oaks, CA, and Ridge Kaleikini, 
Ewa Beach, HI. 

13-14 yrs, Johnnie DelValle, 
Walnut Creek, CA. 

15-16 yrs, Andrew Chuinard, 
Corvalllis, OR. 

17-24 yrs, Michael Schonert, 
Phoenix, AZ. 

25-39 yr, Darrell Wong, 
Pleasanton, CA. 

40-54 yrs, Joe Siegel, Sherman 
Qaks, CA. 

Over 55 yrs, Bill Liebowitz, Los 
Angeles, CA 

Award winners for the best 
overall score in the Sport Division 
were: 

First Overall, Johnnie Del¥aile, 
Walnut Creek, CA. 

Second Overall, Andrew Chuinard, 
Corvalllis, OR, 

Third Overall, Alex Aguilera, 
Chico, CA. 
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Yo-Yoing in the Olympics? 

How do you get a new sport added 
to the Olympic games? We have 
contacted people and web sites who 
ought to know, and no one seems to 
know the answer to this question. 

The “new sport" is, of course, 
the yo-yo. 

The only place we were able to 
find information was in a sidebar to 
an article in the September 2000 Boy’s 
Life magazine (p.39), participants in 
about 50 sports are trying to get 
their sport into the Olympics. ‘To be 
considered for the Olympics, a sport 
must be played by men in at least 75 
countries on four continents. For 
women, it’s at least 40 countries on 
three continents." 

Does anybody know the procedure 
to follow to bring up the question of 
putting a yo-yo competition in the 
Olympics? Please share it with us. 
We'll put it on our web site and e- 
nail the information to everyone who 
subscribes to our Yo-Yo On-Line 
Hotline (YOL). 


Fiend Magazine Folds; 
YYT to Fill Subscriptions 


After three issues, the quarterly 
yo-yo and juggling magazine Fiend has 
ceased publication. Publisher Gregory 
Cohen of Infinite Illusions said that 
he is preparing a letter explaining 
the situation and will send it to all 
subscribers shortly. 

Yo-Yo Tines newsletter has agreed 
to fulfill Fiend's subscriber list. 
This is the first issue from YY7 to 
new subscribers. If you are alreacy 
a subscriber to YY7, your subscription 
will be extended by the same number of 
issues due you from Fiend. 


Free Web Space 


The website wew.yo-yo.org is up 
and running, and anyone may apply for 
20 megabytes of storage on the website 
to establish a new, individual 
website, bulletin board or whatever on 
Infinite Illusion’s server. 

“Within four days of announcing 
the site, 32 individuals had already 
set up web pages,” Greg Cohen said. 

He is the owner of Infinite Illusions, 
which is sponsoring the free web 
space. (Infinite Illusions, P.0. Box 
2580, Tallahassee, FL 32316-2584, 
850-385-6463, www. yo-yo.org 

www. yoyoguy.com. infiniteé@pd. net) 


Archie Learns to Yo-Yo... 


...at Golden Apple Conics 

In Archie conic #493, March 2000, 
Archie visits a “Celebrity Signing” at 
Golden Apple Comics in Los Angeles, 
Calif. He meets Bill Liebowitz, the 
store owner, who shows hin around. 
(Bill is a real person, and the conic 
store is for real, too.) 

~ He asks Bill, “You don’t think 
I'n too old to yo-yo?" 

Bill replies, “Teo old? 

Nonsense! We even have seniors doing 
7 

An older gentleman, playing with 
his yo-yo, says to Archie, “Keeps us 
young and on our toes." 

As he struggles to learn how to 
yo-yo, Archie notices a young boy, 
Robbie, whose yo-yo skills are 
attracting the attention of the 
younger girls. “Look at how it 
attracts girls!® Archie says. 

Betty and Veronica poo-poo the 
thought. “Get REAL, Archie! No high 
school girl is going to be impressed 
by a yo-yo artist,” they say. 

“I’1] show’en,” Archie thinks. 

He asks Robbie to show hin how to 
“walk the dog, milk the cow, rock the 
baby.* 

“Uh,” Robbie says, “let's start 
with something more your speed!...Like 
how to correctly hold a yo-yo!" 
{Interesting note: Robbie has been 
drawn with his yo-yo on the wrong 
finger--the index finger.) 

Meanwhile, a seedy-looking guy is 
shown grabbing a purse out of a store. 


He attempts to run out of the store, 
while Archie (oblivious to the 
presence of the thief) attempts to 
throw his yo-yo down. He somehow lets 
go of the string, and the yo-yo rolls 
into the thief’s path. The thief 
stumbles over the loose yo-yo and 
lands in one of the mall's many 
fountains. 

Thinking he’s in trouble, Archie 
attempts to explain what happened. 
“You helped knock out our mall's most 
notorious shoplifter,’ the guard says. 
"There's a nice reward for this goon.” 

Meanwhile, Betty and Veronica 
return to the scene to discover Archie 
surrounded by an adoring mob of kids 
and teenagers. Archie brags about how 
he captured the thief. Veronica turns 
to Betty and says, “Are you thinking 
what I'm thinking?” “I think so,” 
Betty replies. 

The next day, the girls have 
returned to Golden Apple. “Maybe 
it'll work in reverse!” Betty says as 
she buys a yo-yo from Bill. 

"Maybe it'll] help us attract 
boys,” another girl says. ‘I sure 
hope so!" another girl says. 

(To get your own copy of the 
conic, check out your favorite comic 
book store, or check the web at 
www.archieconics.com, or Golden Apple 
at www.goldenappleconics.con) 


UPCOMING CONTESTS 


Upcoming contests are listed in 
chronological order. If you are 
planning to hold a contest, e-mail us 
at yoyotine@aol.con $ 

Please include the following 
information: City, state, date, nane 
of the contest, location, tine, 
sponsoring organization, who to 
contact for information (the person's 
name, phone nunber, e-mail address, 
wed site). 

(NOTE: When sending us your 
contest news, please do NOT TYPE IN 
ALL CAPS! Writing that is in ALL CAPS 
is very difficult to read, and to take 
out the capital letters can be a 
tedious process. 

THANK YOU! 

(ALSO, if at all possible, please 
use the same format we use here. This 
will save us scads of tine retyping 
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your information. ) 


DEWAN GONG PAUH, KEMAMAN, 
TERENGGANU, MALAYSIA -- Nov. 17-18, 
21-23 -- Generation X Yo-Yo 
Competition. The Malaysia ProYo 
champion, Hisamuddin Zainal will 
attend. For more info, e-mail 
kmokhai6@tn.net.my or call 
§03-77833519. 


OKAZAKI AICHI, JAPAN -- Nov, 19 - 
- TY Yo-Yo Competition Vol.3 Nagoya 
Regional. Aichi Seinen-no-ie (about 
15 minutes walk from Meitetsu main 
line Miai station), 9 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sponsor: UTYJ (United Teams of Yo-Yo 
Japan). Info: contact Mii Hironori 
http://ynn.hypermart.net/en/ 


ALEXANDRIA, YA -- The D.C. Open, 
originally set for Dec. 2, has been 
postponed until early 2001. Info: 
Dick Stohr at yoyoguy@erols.com 


TOKYO, JAPAN -- Dec. 27 -- UTYJ 
Yo-Yo Competition Vol. 3 Tokyo 
Regional, will be held at the 
Takinokawa gymnasium (about 5 minutes 
walk from JA Keihin-Tohoku line 
Kanisiakazato station), from § a.m. to 
5 p.m. UTYd (United Teams of Yo-Yo 
Japan). For info, contact Takahiko 
Hasegawa at yofunégeocities.co.jp; 
http://ynn. hypermart.net/en/ 


SAINT ALBANS, YT -- June 22-24, 
2001 -- The Northeast International 
Invitational Yo-Yo Meet wil] be held 
next year at the Saint Albans 
(Yernont) town beach. New events that 
will be added include a swap meet, a 
pig roast at 5 p.m. after the 
competition is over (cost $6.50), 
entrance fee of $8.00 (which will 
include the pig roast), a barbecue on 
Friday afternoon at the Baybrooks’ 
residence. There will also be two new 
competition levels: a parents’ 
competition and a unicycle/yo-yo 
event. Info: Northeast Yo-Yo Meet, 
$7 Parah Or., Saint Albans, VT 05478, 
yoyorjb@sover net 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 


If you're a fan of The Yo-Yo Man, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 


here is the schedule of upcoming 
appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Please check your local listings for 
details. 

Nov. 15, Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 

Nov. 25, Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Jan. 8-14, Orleans, Las Yegas, Nev. 
Jan. 19-20, Minneapolis, Minn., 
Symphony 

Feb. 7, Chester, W.Va. 

Feb. 8, Henderson, Ky. 

Feb. 9, Findlay, Ohio 

Feb. 10, Marion, Ohio 

Feb. 11, Flint, Mich. 

Mar. 1, Red Bank, N.J. 

Mar. 2, Williamsport, Penn. 

Mar. 3, Lancaster, Pa. 

Mar. 4, Verona, N.Y. casino 

Mar. 6, Willburn, N.d. 

Mar. 8, Concord, N.H. 

Mar. 9, Warren, Mich. 

Mar. 16-18, Suncoast, Las Vegas 
Apr. 28, Seattle, Wash. 

May 10, Easton, Penn. 

Way 11, Toledo, Ohio 

May 12, Wisconsin Dells, Wisc. 

May 13, Hartford, Wisc. 

May 24, Anahein, Calif. 

May 25, Torrance, Calif. 


LETTERS 


fe welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, tips, 
etc. Please include your phone number 
so we can get back to you if we have 
questions, as well as your mailing 
address so we can send you a copy of 
the nevsletter. Or e-mail your 
letters to yoyotine@aol.com. 


Big Yo-Yo Sale at Toys R’Us 


I don’t know if all of the Toys 
R'Us stores run the same sales, but 
the one across the street from the 
Crystal Mall in Waterford, Conn., has 
a sale on sone yo-yo’s that has been 
going on for a week or so. 

The Superyo Renegade is going for 
only $2.50! Also, some Yomega 
Fireballs and Saber Wing Fireballs are 
$2.50. I bought some to give away to 
kids that I know and for prizes at Cub 
Scout pack meetings. 

The Renegade is a pretty good 
yo-yo, I’ve been playing it for about 
aweek. The price is right, too! 


Eric Anderson 

ercamax@juno.com 

({ERIC--We appreciate your sharing this 
type of information with us. We 
received your e-mail message several 
weeks ago, and we immediately put it 
on line for subscribers to our free 
Yo-Yo OnLine (YOL) news service. We 
hope many readers were able to take 
advantage of the sale.] 


Custom Yo-Yos Needed 


I need a quantity of yo-yos with 
a logo engraved on them. Any ideas? 
Thanks, 
Donald Williamson 
dondogsénindspring.con 
[If any readers can help Don, please 
contact him directly.) 


Whither the SnoBros? 


I just found your site and plan to 
subscribe to your newsletter soon. I 
have a question that maybe you can 
answer. 

A few years ago the Smothers 
Brothers had two or three specials on 
TY {long after their regular program 
had ended).-- 

In these specials I remember (I 
think} the Yo-Yo Man, and I just loved 
the part of the programs that had to 
do with yo-yos. I also liked the 
music that went along with the yo-yo 
playing. 

My question is, do you know if 
these programs ever have reruns and 
play again on TY? 

Dennis Patterson 

dennis?@midmaine.com 

(DENNIS -- Sorry, but I don’t think 
the 1988-90 Smothers Brothers TY shows 
have been rerun, and I don’t know if 
they will be. We'll be sure to run 
the news of a revival of these or any 
other SmoBros’s TV shows--old or 
new--in Yo-Yo Times just as soon as we 
know about then. Many of the best yo- 
yo segments from those shows can be 
found on the Yo-Yo Wan video. For 
information on SmoBro tapes, write or 
call before ordering: Smothers 
Brothers, P.0. Box 219, Kenwood, CA 
95452, 707/833-1010 for the latest 
details. Meanwhile, you might like to 
send a letter or e-mail to CBS and ask 
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them the same question. A lot of 
letters may move the network to do 
something intelligent. As I 
understand it, the SmoBros more recent 
shows of the late 1980's drew bigger 
audiences than any show they were put 
up against them in the same time slot, 
yet CBS seems not to appreciate this 
fact... ==SiG: } 


More Help 


I've had my ProYo GT Bumble Bee 
since dune. Now the string slips off 
the bearing. Can you tell me what is 
wrong? After it started I put some 
new parts in but it still doesn’t 
work. Please help. 

Elliott Oscar 

Reedsburg, WI 

[ELLIOTT -- I forwarded your letter to 
Ton Van Dan Elzen at Playmaxx, and he 
replied: “If the bearing and brass 
backstops are installed properly 
(small section of the brass inside the 
bearing), the brake pads are worn and 
need to be replaced.*] 


Clubs in Australia? 


I’m from Australia and would like 
to know if you could possibly send me 
any info on yo-yo clubs and camps in 
Australia. I’ve been searching on the 
net and all I seem to find is info on 
events and clubs in the US. If you 
could send some contacts or other info 
that would be much appreciated. 

Anton Merdzan 

jaycee6S@one.net.au 

[ANTON -- Unfortunately, we do not 
have any contact for yo-yo clubs in 
Australia. Can any of our readers 
help out? If you hear of any, please 
let us know so we can list them. Why 
not start one?) 


History of the Ka-Yo Yo-Yo 


Have you ever heard of the 
musical Ka-Yo made by Cayo 
Manufacturing Co. of Benton Harbor, 
Wich.? 

SMLt1Bit@aol 

[SML: We weren't familiar with this 
yo-yo, so we forwarded your letter to 
Lucky Meisenheiner 
(luckyj@enail.nsn.com), who authorized 


a huge book on yo-yo collecting. He 
replied: “The Cayo Manufacturing 
Coupany made yo-yos from the early 
30's into the 50's. At least four 
different Ka-Yos were made. The only 
one that I know of that has the word 
"nusical’ on the seal is the one that 
collectors refer to as the ‘Captains 
Wheel’ pattern. This is the most 
common of the Ka-Yos. It is pictured 
in my book, Lucky's Collectors Guide 
to 20th Century Yo-Yos, yo-yo number 
1024 (pg. 120). Hope this helps.* 
You can also visit www.yo-yos.net for 
information on collecting, highest 
prices paid, and current hot 
auctions.] 


AYYA 


If you’re a serious yoer, you may 
want to join the American Yo-Yo 
Association. A membership application 
is available from the AYYA, 12106 
Fruitwood Dr, Riverview, FL 33569, 
Your annual dues of $20 includes a 
subscription to the AYYA’S 
twice-yearly newsletter. On-line at 
http://ayya.pd.net. 


~ YO-YO MAKERS 
Anish Yo-Yos 


The Amish are well-known for 
their excellent artistic skill, and 
they bring that skill to the yo-yo 
world with the introduction of 
handcrafted wooden yo-yos. 

"They have an attractive light 
and dark checkered design,” said Steve 
WcGilvary, who is marketing the wooden 
yo-yos. 

They are $9.99, which includes 
priority mail shipping. Contact Misty 
Parker Gifts, 67 South River Rd, 
Bedford, NH 03110; see sdmcgil@aol.con 
for more info and photos. 


YoYoJam has Moved 


YoYoJan’s new address is: 1609 
Shorty Johnson Rd., Marshallville GA 
31057. Phone: 912-951-0843: fax: 
912-945-0148. 

Manufacturing and design are still 
located in the Florida plant. 
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Fenbo of Hong Kong Enters 
.$. Market 


Fenbo Industries Ltd. is a Hong 
Kong based yo-yo manufacturer “for 
many years,” writes Fenbo’s Allan Li. 
"We have already supplied yo-yos (OEM) 
to some major brand toys firms, such 
as Bandai and Yomega. 

The company invites you to check 
its web site at waw.fenbo.con, or 
e-mail at info@fenbo.con 

Address: Fenbo Industries Ltd., 
Flat J & K , 19/f1., World Tech 
Centre, 95 How Ming Street, Kwun Tong, 
Kowloon, Hong Kong, Tel: 852-2343 
3328, fax: 852-2343 0939. 


"New" Yo-Yos from Royal 


Royal Tops Manufacturing Co. has 
released its new collectors’ 
series, The Goody Rainbow and The 
Goody Comet. For details, check 
Royal's web site at 
http://www. royalyo-yo.com. The 
Rainbow became available for sale at 
midnight EST Sept 8. It is limited to 
a production run of 2000 individually 
numbered pieces. . Info: 
http://www. royalyo-yo.com/royalpages/p 
ress. html. See the original Goody 
Rainbow at http://www.royalyo 
yo.com/royalpages/staff.htn] 

"AS true as possible to the 
original, The Goody Rainbow 
features some truly unique design 
additions that will enhance the 
legacy of this historic yo-yo," 
company president Tom Radovan said. 

"Semi-precious jewels replace the 
paste rhinestones generally 
used in yo-yos,” he continued, and 
"the brilliance and clarity of 
amethyst, garnet, aquamarine and 
alexandrite interningle with 
subtle design improvements that not 
only make this a beautiful 
looking yo-yo, but a great player as 
well,” Radovan said. 

"the Goody Rainbows are handmade 
with a variety of stones and 
configurations, and a custom black 
satin finish, adding to the 
uniqueness of each piece....The 
Rainbow is a “MUST” for the 
seasoned collector;* he said. 
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Yonega—New Heb Site 


Yomega has a new web site that is 
“very cool and very user friendly,” 
Yomega's Jane Howes reports. 

The site features cutting-edge 
graphics and buttons on the web site 
which will bring the user to sections 
such as HOT NEWS, Y3A and SHOP. 

Hot News features all the latest 
Yonega news, Qutch sightings and tour 
dates. “Info is updated all the 
tine," Jane said, "so visit often.” 

The Y3A button takes the user 
into full Y3A sign-up info. 

“We are currently building The 
Tand, which will only be accessible 
to Y3A members," she added. 

The new online store features 
one-of-a-kind collectibles, 
including some never seen before such 
as the Halloween collection. 

In other news, Yomega announced 
that Dean “Outch’ Brett Outchcunis 
began another academic year of Team 
Yomega right after Nationals. Team 
members include Hike Carreiro, Brad 
Dumas, Matt Kubera, Joey Lacerda, Jeff 
Medeiros, Eric Witz, Hatt Rose, Eric 
Twark and Jerry Yuan. 


SHOPTALK 
YYT Deadlines 


The deadline for news, stories, 
tricks, classified ads, ads, etc. for 
the Winter 2000 issue (#55) is Jan. 
15. Publication is planned for early 
February, for the N.Y. Toy Fair. 


Yo-Yo Tines Online! Free! 


Our website, www. yoyotines.con, 
is up and running! 

At our site, you can register 
your stage name, link with other yo-yo 
sites, find out about yo-yo clubs and 
keep up to date on yo-yo contests. 

We also invite you to sign up for 
our FREE Online Yo-Yo Times News 
Hotline (YOL}! Enter your e-mail 
address in the box on the first page 
of the web site, and click on 
“submit.” Every week or two, you'll 
receive an issue of Yo-Yo Times Online 
News Hotline (YOL}. FREE! 


Now Available: Lifetime 
Subscriptions to V7 


If you are a bona fide yo-yo nut, 
have we got a deal for you! 

You can now become a lifetine 
subscriber to Yo-Yo Times newsletter! 

For the one-time payment of $200 
(U.S.), we will enter you permanently 
into our subscriber database, and your 
subscription to YY7 will never expire! 
Take advantage of this once-in-a- 
lifetime offer. Become a lifetime 
subscriber to Yo-Yo Times. 

(This special price is available 
only for U.S. subscriptions. } 

BONUS: For a limited tine only 
(i.e., until supplies run out), we 
will send you a packet that contains 
most of the back issues of Yo-Yo 
Times. We put these packets together 
and tried to make them as complete as 
possible. We will send out the most 
complete packets to the first life- 
time subscribers. So, hurry! 


Subscribe or Renew Today 
and Save $5 with PayPal 


Yo-Yo Times has signed up with 
PayPal to use its business credit card 
services. This means that we can now 
accept credit card purchases over the 
internet. Here is how PayPal works: 

You give PayPal a credit card 
number, and from then on you can pay 
for things online--like on eBay, 
Amazon.com or even yoyotimes.com 

Plus, PayPal will give you a $5 
credit just for signing up! 

See our website for details, 
wav. yoyotimes.con 


Why You Should Subscribe 
to Yo-Yo Times Newsletter! 


Yo-Yo Times newsletter is the 
world's oldest continuously published 
yo-yo periodical. It began in 1988 
and has been a leading source of 
information for yo-yo hobbyists and 
the industry. 

Yearly subscriptions are $12.00. 
Visit our web site at 
www.yoyotimes.com for details, or call 


“ug at 703-715-6187. 


Every quarterly issue of the 
PAPER edition of YY7 includes new 
tricks, tips, contest news, letters to 
the editor, ads, classified ads, a 
schedule of upcoming appearances by 
the Smothers Brothers, info on new 
books and lots of other ideas and 
articles for the beginning, advanced 
or master yo-yo player. 

If you are not completely 
satisfied, we will refund your money. 
You can't lose--unless you don’t 
subscribe! SUBSCRIBE TODAY! Go to 
www. yoyotines.con 


In the Wood... 
How Cool Are You? 


by Stuart Crump, editor 

Everyone knows that yoing is 
cool! 

So, how cool are you? 

Now there's a special yo-yo that 
answers that question--"The Mood Yo.° 
The Mood Yo was more than 10 
years in development. This is its 

story. 

About a decade ago, I came across 
a “Golf Pro Card.* It was a standard- 
sized business card, but if was 
special. It showed a golf club 
swinging in an arc of four different 
colors--black, red, green and blue-- 
plus a separate black dot. 

The card invited you to put your 
thumb on the black dot for 10 seconds. 

When you removed your thumb, you 
saw what color the dot had changed 
into. If it stayed black, you had "no 
control.” Red meant you had “low 
control.” Green meant “some control.” 
And blue meant you were “in control.” 

"This would be a great gimmick 
for a yo-yo!" I] thought. “It could be 
placed on the side of a yo-yo." 

1 decided {0 call the color scale 
a “Cool-Q-Lator’”.* 

It works this way: Put your 
finger on the black dot (on the side 
of the yo-yo) for 10 seconds. If the 
dot stays black, you have “no cool.” 
Red means you have “lo cool.” Green, 
you're "so cool.” Blue, you're “YO 
cool’"*} 

After giving the idea some 
thought, I decided that the "Cool-Q- 
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Lator” could be made most easily by 
imprinting a “POG"-style side and 
inserting it into the yo-yo on one 
Side. The idea kicked around in ay 
thinker for quite some time--a few 
years. I never mentioned it to anyone 
as I let it jell. (This is part of 
the creative process.) 

Finally, at a yo-yo contest five 
or six years ago, I broached the idea 
to Don Duncan, who was the president 
of Playmaxx at the time. Playmaxx was 
the only manufacturer producing a yo- 
yo with removable POG sides. He liked 
the idea, but he was preparing to 
retire and couldn't work on it. 

When Don retired, he passed the 
idea along to Tom Yan Dan Elzen, the 
new company president. Tom thought it 
had tremendous potential. 

He renamed it ‘The Mood Yo." It 
is a regular ProYo II with a special 
YoCool pog on one side. 

Having watched the Wood Yo go 
from conception to realization, I 
began to appreciate Thomas Edison’s 
famous saying, “Genius is 2% 
inspiration and 98% perspiration.” 

We experimented with different 
designs and spoke with several experts 
who had produced similar "biofeedback 
cards" (as these color-changing cards 
have been called). Tom spent hours 
working with his printer to develop a 


THE “COOL-Q-LATOR"™® Iw FULL coLOR, 
THE THREE CONCENTRIC CIRCLES ARE BLACK 
("NO COOL"), RED (“LO COOL"), GREEN 
("SO COOL") AND BLUE ("YO COOL"). TO 
FIND OUT HOW COOL YOU ARE, YOU PLACE 
YOUR THUMB ON THE BLACK DOT AT THE 
BOTTOM FOR 10 SECONDS. THEN, LIFT 
YOUR THUMB AND COMPARE THE COLOR OF 
THE DOT MITH THE COLORS IN THE RINGS. 


workable model. 

After what seemed like years of 
experimentation, the Mood Yo finally 
reached the market in early 1999, just 
as the largest yo-yo boom in history 
was ending! 

Suddenly all yo-yo manufacturers 
found sales dropping dramatically. 

The Mood Yo received a favorable 
response everywhere we showed it, but 
yo-yo sales were off dramatically 
everywhere, and no one was in the mood 
{so to speak} to stock up on another 
yo-yo. So sales were nil, and the 
Mood Yo has not been a commercial 
success--yet! 

I have discovered that when I yo 
for a kids’ group, when I show then 
the MoodYo, the kids HAVE to have one. 

I’m still hoping that the Mood 
Yo--or “YoCool” {as I prefer to call 
it}--will catch on when the next yo-yo 
boom comes along. 

Information on how to order the 
Mood Yo is available at www.ProYo.com 


The Rail Thing 


Though not technically a yo-yo, 
“Cyberail is a hot, new, award-winning 
skill toy that can perform a nultitude 
of awesome tricks,” said Steve LePage 
of Kid Games Ltd. Cyberail consists 
of two parts: a yo-yo-like top, 
called the Cyberwheel, with magnetic 
points protruding out in the axle- 
plane on both sides, and a double- 
railed, handheld launcher. You play 
with the toy by raising and lowering 
your hand and letting the Cyberwheel 
roll down and around the rails. 

"It is the first and only toy 
that allows a magnetized wheel to 
travel from one set of rails to 
another!" Steve said. It does “crazy 
flips, bounces spins and rolls. The 
toy offers hours of interactive fun! 
Catch the craze!” he said. $11.99 
retail. 

(Kid Games Ltd., 2636 Wynten Way, 
Oakville, Ontario, Canada L6J 6Y8, 
905-829-9288 1-800-KID GAMES Fax 
$05-829-9287, wew.cyberailtoys.com) 


Bandalore, Noble Disk 


Chet Cox's new yo-yo newsletter, 
Bandalore, has taken over the 


publication of Bill Alton’s The Noble 
Disk, Bill cites health and job 
problems as the reason he can no 
longer put out Woble Disk 

To subscribe, send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope for each 
issue you'd like to receive to Chet 
Cox at 523 Green Rd., Bloomington, IN 
47403, Chet-EL@juno.com 


UK Yo-Times 


The second issue of UX Yo-Times 
is now out. Subscriptions are free. 
Contact http://www.ukyotimes.co.uk 

(NOTE: UK Yo-Times is not 
connected with Yo-Yo Tines 
newsletter.) 


BOOKS 
Yo-Yo Physics, Vol. III 


Don “Captain Yo" Watson reports 
that Monograph III in his "Yo-Yo 
Physics: An Engineer's Notebook” 
series will be out in a few months. 
Monograph I is entitled ‘Radius of 
Gyration®: Monograph II is entitled 
"The Academic Yo-Yo.° 

The series is designed to support 
science and mathematics students fron 
high school through the undergraduate 
college level and will be of interest 
to all yo-yo techies as well. 

Monographs I and II, $10.00 for 
the set, or $6.00 each, S&H included. 
Send check or H.0. to: Pencil Point 
Press, 12 Circulo Lujo-#YT, Rohnert 
Park, CA 94928: captnyo@sonic.net 


YO EXCHANGE 


The cost for an ad is 10 cents per 
word, with a minimum charge of $2.50. 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no liabilities 
for any claims contained in any ad. 
WOODEN YO-YOS handcrafted by the 
Amish. Attractive light & dark 
checkered design. Just $9.99: 
includes priority mail shipping. Write 
Misty Parker Gifts, 67 South River Rd, 
Bedford, NH 03110. Or e-mail 
sdmcgil@aol.con for more info and 
photos. 
JIM’S YO-YO COLLECTION. Trade, buy or 
sell yo-yos, string packs, tops and 
memorabilia, 14661 Charter Place, 
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Baton Rouge, LA 70817, 225-752-1508, 
e-mail jimyo-yoj@premier.net 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, 
collections and old yo-yo memorabilia. 
List conditions and prices. Lucky 
Meisenheimer, Suite 105, 7300 Sandlake 
Commons Blyd., Orlando, FL 32819, 
407/354-0478. 

WANTED: DUNCAN AND ROYAL decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio and 
Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and 
Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or 
trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 Yentura 
Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 91316, 
1-800-YO-BUDDY. 


CLUBS 
New Address 


The new official e-mail address of 
The Magic City Yo-Yo Club of 
Birmingham, Ala. ig P.O. Box 310046: 
Birmingham, Al 35231-0046, 
yobham24@aol.com, club president Steve 
Pennington writes. 


What's Hot in Germany? 


The GYYA page is now available in 
English on line at www.gyya.de. Click 
on the British flag. 

The TYM page features pictures 
available in the Gallery (www. tym.de). 
For questions, check the GYYA 
Newsboard. Post in English or German. 

The registration for the German 
Yo-Yo Nationals has started. 
Information and registration form can 
be downloaded at http://www.gyya.de 


Springfield, Va. Club Moves 


WERRIFIELD, YA - The Yo-Yo Share, 
Show & Practice club, which has been 
meeting in Springfield, Va., for 
several years, has moved to a new 
location. It's meetings are now held 
every third Wednesday of the month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Luther Jackson 
Widdle School, 3020 Gallows Rd. 
Merrifield VA. The school is located 
on Gallows Rd. at Route 50 just 
outside the DC Beltway. Info: Dick 
Stohr 703-451-3439 or 
yoyoguy@erols.com, or Tom Connolly 
103-321-9430 cmyoo@aal.con 


TRICKS 
Send in Your Tricks 


Each regular, full-size issue of 
YYT includes several new yo-yo tricks. 
We invite you to send your new tricks. 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free 6-month extension on 
your subscription. 

(Note: Sending us your trick 
means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the 
newsletter and yo-yo tricks books.) 

IMPORTANT! Please include your 
name, address, phone number and (if 
you have one} e-mail address so we'll 
know where to send your free 
subscription! As you will notice in 
saveral tricks below, most of our 
tricks come in by e-mail, and often do 
not contain a return address or even a 
full name. 


The Hyper Warp 


Seth Peterson 
yo-star-wing@juno.com (Yo2!Z Man 30 

(This is a free-hand trick. 
Fasten a large bead or other object, 
such as a die, on the finger end of 
the string.} 

Throw a “Trapeze. ° 

Then roll it into a “Double or 
Nothing.” 

Right when the yo hits into the 
"Double or Nothing,” drop the die (or 
what ever your use), then catch it 
again so you're ina “Trapeze.* 

Then flip into a “Lindy Loop.* 

Throw the die (or whatever you're 
using) so that it flies around you 
free finger twice. 

On the last revolution, catch the 
object that you have on the end of 
your string, and call the yo-yo back 
tu you hand. 

Tip: you need to know how to do 
"Rolis® and “Free Hand Rolls” before 
trying this trick. 


fl sett 
Jump Spin 
Tin Crump, Herndon, Va. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: My sixth-grade 
son, Tim, came up with this maneuver 
while rehearsing a routine for his 
school talent show. This is really 


nore of a flashy maneuver than a 
trick.) 

Cock your arm back behind your 
head, preparing for a hard “Throw 
Down.” Leap into the air. At the 
apex (top) of your leap, throw the yo- 
yo down hard. 

The effect is to combine the 
strength of your throwing arm with the 
added momentum of your falling speed. 

Not only will this move increase 
your spin time, it is also quite 
impressive to watch. 


Water Bottle Trick 


Greg Beaty 
greg.o.beatty@justice.usdog. gov 

Greg invented this trick while 
attending the World Championships in 
Orlando in July. 

The effect: He pulled out a 
water bottle (the small, soft-drink 
size bottles that come filled with 
spring water at highly inflated 
prices.) 

He took a drink out of the 
bottle, then poured out the rest of 
the water. 

"IT wonder if I can put ny yo-yo 
inside this bottle," he puzzled. 

First he put the string--finger 
end first--into the bottle and held it 
up triumphantly as if to say, “I did 
it!" 

Then he pretended not to notice 
that no one was laughing, so he said, 
"Let's try it this way. 

He set the bottle down on he 
pavement, threw a spinner and put the 
spinning yoyo on the mouth of the 
bottle. “Nope, won't go in there,” he 
said, 

"Let's try a ‘Skyrocket,’ he 
said. 

He threw a fast spinner and 
skyrocketed it into the air. He 
quickly picked up the bottle and held 
it out. As the yo-yo came down, it 
landed--surprisingly--inside the 
bottle! 

He held it up proudly and shook 
the bottle. 

“and the only way to get it out 
is to cut the bottle open!” he said, 
He took a smal? knife and slit the 
bottle open to retrieve the yo-yo. 

HOW IT'S DONE: Before beginning 
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the trick, secretly put a slit long 
enough for the yoyo to slip through in 
the back of the bottle. It should go 
nor further than about half-way down 
the top side of the bottle. 

Then fill the bottle up with 
water almost to the cut line. Be sure 
when you turn the bottle over that the 
water stays away from the slit. 

Go through the routine as 
explained above. Conclude your talk 
by throwing a “Skyrocket® and catch it 
with your hand behind the bottle. 

Quickly slip the yoyo into the 
slit, so it looks like you caught it 
inside the bottle. 

Shake the yoyo inside the bottle 
to show that it’s really in there. 
Then with a knife or pair of scissors, 
enlarge the slit to remove the yoyo, 
at the same time destroying the 
evidence that the bottle already had a 
slit in it. 

If performed properly, this can 
be quite a funny trick. 


"Hop the High Fence" 


Brad Alyward, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada 

Throw a “Half Around the World." 
Let your yo-yo fall, and snap right 
into a “Hop the Fence.” It looks cool 
if performed several times in a row 
without bringing the yo-yo back to 
your hand. 


Yo-Yo Tines™ is an independent 
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Creative Communications Inc. 

P.O. Box 1519 

Herndon, VA 20172 
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c.2000 by Creative Communications Inc. 
All rights reserved. For information 
on reproduction of any part of this 
issue, write to the address above. 
ISSN 0897-7704 

Editor & Publisher: Stuart F. Crump 
Assistant Editor: Jodi Crump 
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Foreign subscribers, please add 
$4/year 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


You nay notice that this issue 
contains almost no advertisements. We 
are in the process of reassessing our 
advertising policies and will be in 
touch with former, present and 
potential advertisers via e-nail 
shortly. 

If you are interested in 
advertising in Yo-Yo Times, e-nail us 
at yoyotineéaol.com and we will 


PLEASE RENEN! 


We need your help! 

Our circulation peaked during the 
yo-yo boom of 1998-99, but many of 
those who subscribed at that tine have 
given up yo-yoing (at least for the 
present) and have not renewed their 
subscriptions to Yo-Yo Tines, 

We are hoping to increase our 
subscriber base as a result of taking 
over the subscription lists for former 


readers of Yo-Yo World and Fiend 
magazines. If you have begun 
receiving Yo-Yo Times as a result of 
having subscribed to either or both of 
these magazines, we invite you to 
become a regular subscriber to Yo-Yo 
Tines newsletter. 

Do it today! The easiest way to 
renew or subscribe is to go to our 


‘Website (www.yoyotimes.com) and pay 


via PayPal and your credit card. 


‘include you on our advertisers’ list. 
We are reassessing our ad 
policies because in the last year or 
two, as the yo-yo boom has ended, 
fewer and fewer yo-yo companies are 
interested in advertising, given the 
low levels of their sales. We are 
planning new vistas in advertising 
that should be attractive to both 
large and small yo-yo companies. 
Meanwhile, we have posted a copy 
of all the recent ads that have 
appeared in the newsletter on our 1 
website, www. yoyotines.con : 
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Join the American Yo-Yo Association! 
http://layya.net/membership.html 


Membership Includes: Collectable AYYA Membership Card, Cool Embroidered (5 color) : 
- AYYA "Member" Patch, Three (3) yearly issues of the famous AYYA Newsletter, | 
I Official AYYA Contest Rules, Official AYYA Contest Tricks, Official AYYA Contest 

; Judging Criteria, Official AYYA Bylaws, Voting Privileges on Industry and AYYA Topics, | 


E-mail Link on OfficiaL AYYA Web Site 


Personal YO-YO Web Page Link on Official AYYA Web Site... | 


| * Membershio also helps support AYYA contests, prizes, activities, and on-going effort to | 
- establish yo-yoing as an international sport. To join, send your name, address, phone ~ 
} Number, e-mail, WWW address, date of birth and type of membership wanted (pro, 

player, collector, sales or mfg., student) along with your check or money order to: 


AYYA, 12106 Fruitwood Drive, Riverview, FL 33569 } 


1 United States Members (USA) Membership Dues (US Dollars): Active Member (first - 
year) - $20.00 -- Renewal Member - 1 yr., $18.00 - 3 yr., $50.00 Family Members- | 


1§25.00 Canada/Mexico add $4.00 per year Outside North American add $8.00 per year : 


, HOW TO SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW = -.--.--. 


M If this box is checked, your subscripticn expires with 
this issue (#54). 

{ ] If this box is checked, your subscription expires with 
the next issue (#55). 

{ ] International subscribers, please add $4 (U.S. funds 
only) per year for air mail postage & handling. Please 
pay via VISA or WasterCard using PayPal on our website. 

{] You are receiving YY7 newsletter to fill the balance of 
your subscription to Yo-Yo World or Fiend magazine. 

[ ]  LIFETIWE SUBSCRIPTION $200 (available in the U.S. only) 


To subscribe or renew, send a copy of the information below 
along with your payment. If this is a renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE 
YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your name on the 
nailing label). 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 
(account no. 
{] 1 year $12 (4 ISSUES) 
[ ] 2 years $18 (8 ISSUES) 
Please include your mailing label and indicate new information 
or changes here: 


NAME 

ADDRESS. 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE ‘ 
E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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If one of the boxes on the left 
is checked, please send your 
renewal today to: 

JAY VON 


Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 20172 


PLEASE FORWARD 


